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Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Graber et al (US 5,8 12,769) in view of Goldhaber et al (US 5,794,210). 

As per claims 1 and 9, Graber teaches a method for advertising, comprising: receiving an 
advertisement request from a user node (see fig. 1, 102a), wherein said advertisement request is 
based upon a link sent from an affiliate node to said user node in response to a content request 
sent from said user node to said affiliate node (see fig. 1, 140). Wexler does not explicitly 
disclose the selecting an advertisement based on stored information but Goldhaber discloses 
selecting, in response to said advertisement request, an advertisement based upon stored 
information about said user node (col. 14, lines 17-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the selecting step as disclosed by Goldhaber into the method of Graber 
because it would allow the advertisers to target their advertisements to a subset of the general 
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population that may be more likely to respond to the advertisements and also assure that its 
advertising is delivered to the consumers most likely to purchase its products. 

As per claims 2-7, the limitations of "content of the stored information" has no weight 
since they are non-functional descriptive material. They are however rejected under the 
combination of Graber and Goldhaber (see claim 1). 

As per claim 8, the combination of Graber and Goldhaber would disclose a method 
wherein selecting an advertisement is further based upon an operating system type, each 
associated with said user node as claimed. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the same reasons given in claim 1. 

As per claims 10-14, Graber does not explicitly disclose calculating a satisfaction index 
and selecting the advertisement with the lowest satisfaction index but Goldhaber discloses a 
system wherein if selection criteria associated with more than one advertisement are satisfied 
based upon said stored information, then calculating a satisfaction index for each advertisement 
(see fig. 11 A, 182), and selecting the advertisement with the lowest satisfaction index, wherein 
said satisfaction index for an advertisement is directly proportional to the number of times said 
advertisement is sent to a user node, wherein said satisfaction index for an advertisement is 
inversely proportional to the amount of time expired since said advertisement was first permitted 
to be sent to a user node (see Goldhaber, fig. 1 1 A, scanning for matching ads and screening for 
used ads), wherein said satisfaction index for an advertisement is inversely proportional to the 
maximum number of times the advertisement is permitted to be sent to a user node, wherein said 
satisfaction index for an advertisement is directly proportional to the total amount of time over 
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which said advertisement is permitted to be sent (see Goldhaber, fig. 11 A, by indexing each ad, 
the system is actually counting the number of times this ad has been sent to a user node as 
claimed). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the satisfaction index as disclosed by Goldhaber into the method of Graber 
because it would keep track of the number of times such and such advertisements have been sent 
to a user. 

As per claims 15, Graber discloses a method wherein an advertisement request would 
include an Internet Protocol address associated with a user node as claimed (see fig. 1). 

As per claim 19, Goldhaber teaches a system further comprising sending said selected 
advertisement to said user node for display (see fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the advertisement selection for display as taught by Goldhaber into the 
method of Graber because it would allow the system to monitor the user's activities and record 
the interests of the user based on time spending looking at the ad. 

As per claims 20-22, the combination of Graber and Goldhaber would disclose a system 
comprising receiving from said user node a click through request for information about the 
advertiser associated with said selected advertisement, further comprising sending a network 
address for said advertiser to said user node in response to said click-though request, wherein 
said stored information includes information about a prior click-through request received from 
said user node (see Graber, fig. 1, see abstract; see Goldhaber for the selection step). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Graber and Goldhaber for the same reasons discussed previously. 

4. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Graber et al 
(US 5,812,769) in view of Goldhaber et al (US 5,794,210) and further in view of Funk et al (US 
5,937,162). 

As per claims 16-18, neither Graber nor Goldhaber discloses a system for performing a 
reverse domain and for selecting an advertisement based on the results of said reverse domain 
but Funk discloses a system performing a reverse domain lookup table based upon an internet 
protocol address, selecting an advertisement based upon the results of said reverse domain and 
perform a trace operation route (see claim 1 ; reverse domain is querying a domain name server 
(DNS) to determine the corresponding domain name). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the selecting step as disclosed by Goldhaber into the method of Graber 
because it would allow the advertisers to target their advertisements to a subset of the general 
population that may be more likely to respond to the advertisements and also assure that its 
advertising is delivered to the consumers most likely to purchase its products. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the domain name querying system as 
taught by Funk into the combined systems of Graber and Goldhaber because it would provide a 
system that can send a unique, customized advertisement to a group of selected users and allow 
them to click and see the ad on the display screen. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571)272-6784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ronald Laneau/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
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